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UESPINCGS OF Tiuw CILARLUS WILLIA S SCCILTY

27 scbruary 1980: oCileesn Table will spenk on the subject "the Adurust
Predecessor: Julicn of oruieh ond Chorles Yillioams™.

4 June 1938: Tue Jociet  will have an all-day meetin;: including; the AGL
in Pusey .louse, (xford. Ueorge 3zyer will be the spcaler.

12 Jloverber 1028: Doreen Jerry will speak - subject to be announced.

The meetinge in February and liovember will be held at Liddon tlousec,
24 Louth .udley 3treet, London Wl.

LOLDG:L READING GROUP

sunday 10 april 198G: Je will continue reading C.i.'s biography Rochester.
de will ieet in Ot Metthews Church Vestry, 27 St Fetersburch Flace, Bayswater
W42 (neaxrcst stations . ueensway and Bayswater) at lpm. Tea and coffee will

be provided but please bring sandwiches.

OXFCRD RxADI.G GROUP

por details please contact either .nne Scott (Oxford 53897) or Brenda Boughton
(O0xford 55589).

Cal’BRIDGZ RAADILG GROUP

For information please contact Geraldine and Hichard I'inch, 5 Oxford Road,
Combridge Cb4 3H, telephone Cambridge 311405.

LaKs UICIHIGAN AREL READING GROUP

ior detxils please contact Charles Huttar, 108 W. 11th 3t., Holland, Michigan
49423, USa, telephone (616) 356 2260.

Liss I K PallAl - 1} BeRSHIF SECRETARY

Uhe Chairmun writes: “Lilda tallan, a founder member of the Council and our
liembersidp Jecretary since 1901, has said that she wishes to give up her duties
this year. The Council has accepted her decision with regret and would like
to tike this opportunity to express their gratitude to her for her efficient
work over the last seven years in leeping the register of members, receiving
their subscriptions and assisting the Editor of the Newsletter.

I, with all the otier mewbers of the Council, will greatly miss her presence
and helpful comuents at our Council nmeetings.

reter Couchman, a present meumver of the Council, has agreed to tide over the
duties of lembership Secrctury and we are asking members, when renewing their
subscriptions on 1 llarcihi 1988, to send these to him (unless paid by standing
order to the Jociety's ban!:) as follows:

5 v A ) T T T »
' 4 Couchmun usq., 85 cansleton iay, Hove, Zrst Sussex, M3 343,



CHARLES WILLIALS' LuTiiyS ¢ PETWR

Anne Jcott writes: "Our wonderful Secretury, Gillian Lunn, has unearthed
from the British Library o series of six articles contributed by C.W. to
G.K. (Chesterton)'s Weekly - which ceased publication half a century ago -
between March and July in 1936. Each of them would appear to have some
connection with a recently-published book, but to call them 'reviews!' would
be extremely misleading; they are written in the form of letters to a
(just grown up) son, and discuss the writers preoccupations of the moment
in a way which is simultaneously colloquial, far-ranging and completely
personal,

There is much in every onc of them which one feels that no-one else could
possibly hawe weitten. Thus, from the first :'No one (thank God!) is less
like a mystic than Shakespeare, but he sometimes seems to find, by a mere
concentrated natural energy, what other minds have found by the supernatural®.
From +the second: 'Decide how much, and how, you hawe determined to beliewe,
and what you hawe not, doubt. And remember that the Christian name of both
Brother Belief and Sigter Doubt is Good Manners'. Prom the third, which
contains a long parable about 'the pertinence of curiosity' as a weapon
againat illusion. 'It is said in the heavens that it was of the small

angel Why? that Christ was thinking when he talked about becoming as little
children', From the fourth: 'I was shown a musical criticism lately which
contained the obscene phrase: ®"Shakespeare or Walt Whitman might ....".

My dear Peter, there is nothing that Shakespeare or Walt Whitman might -
nothing'. The fifth was published immediately after Chesterton's death and
ends with a tribute 4o him: the final sentence is *The last of my lords is
dead'. The series end with no. 6, from which I will just take one snippet %o
show what C.W. would have thought of the most frequently repeated criticiams
of his novels: 'The business of fiction is not the creation of real character
(no, whatever they may tell you, Peter, nol)!'

It would be very pleasant, if permission could be obtained, to publish all
the articles in full in future Newsletters. As even these brief extracts show,
CW's cast of thought and use of language ame wividly represented in them."

CAN ANYONE HELP?

An author researching for a book to be published under the title: The
Evidence of Things Unseen: W.B. Yeats and the Tarot Dance , wishes to include
a section on The Greater Trumps. He is looking for related C.7. documents.
‘Yhat happened to C.W.'s own copy of The ilidden Church of the lloly Graal<?

Do any known letters to or from C.W. mention "Waite rituals" or Tarot?

Do any draft notes or documents relating to the writing of The Greater Trumps
survive and when exactly was it written? Do we know of review(s) by C.V.

of Yeats' A Vision or other Yeats titles? Also do we know of any extant
letters between C.W. and T.S. Eliot?

Could anyone able to help please contact Gillian Lunn.

REFEREMCES #0 C.W.

Vol VIII of Seven contains a loags review by Stephen ledcalf of Alice liary
Hadfield's biography Charles williams: an Exploration of His Life and Work.




Gillian Lunn writes: "in Parot Yronstorw: tions .. toriivool: for Discovering:
Your fruc self" Yy loar: il. Sreer (Aquarisa Press 1937) Ciarlecs illinas?®
nanme oappears, 25 aunt.or of the vrentor fruwnns in the'miditionsl llevs to
Tarot'secction of tic J.lected Iio:rophy. A section of The Grester Trumps
i® mlso reproduced in a chnpter called 'Design and Creativity with Tarot'."

Arti loasen fron The letlhierlance has wriiten to draw our attention to
d.u.dulite, lagician of liany Parts by R.A. Gilbert, ed. Crucible, ilelling-
borough. 1987 ISBN 1-85274-023-X. She writes:"It is not for the first time
that Ir Gilbert, who is an expert on both .aite and the Colden Dawn, is
criticizing the otlitude of most studies on Charles Williams in respect to
his involvement in 'tlic occult', Last year his Golden Davm Companion was
published, in which the 1983 edition of lirs Hadfield's biography is
mentioned as an exazmple of inaccuracy, hecause she states that Ci joined
the Order of tlie Golden Davm, vhile in fact he was never o member of the
Order itself., In lLis lzotest book, lr Gilbert seems to have lost all
peaticnce with tihose wziong us who still don't know that it was the Fellowship
of the Rosy Cross, founded by A.E. Vaite, which #illi-ms joined in 1917,
The details he gives in his description of Ci's involveient in the Fellowship
are nevi, but the gencral picture had been drawm previously, by lir Gilbert
in his The Golden Davm, Twilight of the Kagicians (1983) where he informed us
that C./ rcmezined with the Fellowship for at least ecleven years, and 'possibly
much longer'. In a book first published in 1975 (Ithell Colquhoun, 3word of
Wisdom, MacGregor lathers and the Golden Dewn) tihere is a whole section
relating to CW and his worlis; Mrs Colquhoun sugrests that the influence of
Joite on Ci's works is much greater than is generally assumed; she gives
some exanples of his influence from tlie novels and thie Arthurian poens, but she
clearly locked the materizl lr Gilbert has accumulated in the course of his
studies on ai%e and his Fellowship. e can base his conclusions on the
diaries of :laite, his letters and the minutes of the Pellowship's meetings.
5o it can't be overloolked any longer: we'll just have to get used to the
image of Villiams, dressed as Laster of the Temple, in a green robe over a
black hubit, with a collar of red silk, and reciting his pert in the cerenonies
rather than reading the words from a piece of paper, and generally 'celebrating
with dignity's. Indeed, =2s lir Gilbert says, 'after 'laite he would undoubtedly
hsve been the most impressive lLliaster'. 'hy Williams left the Fellowship is
not explained by Jaite's papers; perhaps the possibility that he never really
dil is one more idea we should be getting used to."

ALl TRRoPARATFLE LOSS?

anne Scott writes:“Barly in 1968 (I tiink) my husband and I called on his
friend Fr. Gervase liathew O.F. at Blackfriars, Oxford. he mentioned a pupil
of his who was writing a thesis zbout the development of poems from their first
beiinnings to their final published form, I said that I had some verses which
Charles .illi:ms hud written for me, and which finished up as ‘the jeen's
Servant in Thce kegion of the Summer Ltars, 2nd aslked if his pupil would be
interested in seein;; them. He said certainly, and I sent them to him to show
to the pupil, whose name I never knev. (I'm not sure if photo-copyin: was
widely ~veilable at that time: certainly I knew nothins about it.)

‘e farmily was takings up all ny time =nd attention, and althoush every yecr or
so 1 would think *'I must write to r'r. Gervase ~bout those poems' I never did,
and then in 1975 I herrd the news of his death and said a mental ifarewell to
ny poens. ut now I wonder wietler, throuzh the Society, there nicht be the
slimuest imngineble chance of hearing news of then.

I must explein ol when, :s za uncer’radunie, 1 bhocame frioad: with Cid, he



would ask me frow tine to time to write somethin; for him, usually in
the character of a pupil (culled Irene) in a school where he was a teacher.
At our last meeting towards the end of one term he said with mock, but
portentous, secverity: 'And wnat about those essays which you never showed
up?' I said defensively: 'There were only two in the whole term' and the
next morning ot a set of verses in the post which began:

'Pure in speech as in action, did you make plea,

"It was only twice in the term"'o"

MEMBERSHIY SUBSCRIFTIONS

You are reminded that the 1988/89 subscriptions fall due on 1 March 1988,
A renewal form is enclosed.

Wi EEIBER

4 warm welcome is extended to willium G %illis, 1 Amott Road, Peclhan,
London SE15 4kU.

SUPPLELENT

There is no supplement with this liewsletter.
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l'embers may be interested to read Charles Jilliams' review of Good and Evil

Spirits: i Study of the Jewish and Christian Doctmine, Its Origin and

Development (S.P.C.K. 15s.) printed in the liovember 1942 edition of Theologg
and reproduced with permission,

“"Te subject of this book is the world of praeter-nature and its relation

to nature and arch-nature; the exploring by man's imagination of everything
which is ealled *the world of spirits', of its and their relation to this

world of man, and of the relation to it of man-after-death. I say 'imagination’®
because beliefs are generally made significant to us by images. it bottom,
perhaps, beliefs are not so, and in great crises of the heart they are often
not so; then we believe abstractly, even if we do not lmow it, and act without
gymbols. It is certainly such beliefs and such acts which are required.

r Langton presents that praeter-nature, that state of thinzs which has been
believel to exist alongside, and even throughout, our own; largely, but not
wholly.nor fundenentally, alien. Death, it is held, releases us into it,
thouch there many of us, it scews likely, will be like some savages in our
own world - stupid, morose, fearful, In tiat scnse the difference between
most primitive men and nost contemporary men (Christians or not) is not great.
To read i'r Lanston's first eighty pages, whiclh *briefly consider all the main
conceptions of the nature und operations of spirit bein; s wiilel have been
found, cnd which still exist, particularly amon; the uncultivated peoples of
the world', is to be convinced of this, I will take only one exm:ple fron
amon;: the facls and thcories whic': he discusses; he says: '3o great and
recent wi mutlority ac larett ... is of the opinion that the visionary shapes,
such as ore seen in dreams aud trences, becmme bie tyvical conception of
spirit, to wiilch otiier acypects of tle ssirit-beliefl were coaloried.!

Onit trarcces, id suvstitute -aesthesia, diy-dreaas, or reading, ~nd what
cluoe is tee cuse in most noderus?



It is, I toiak, tids seocse wialen 1o evelied Uy Lr Langton's book. then he
proceeds fraw tic w.civilised to the Jews he in fact traces the effect on
man's imggination of developin® wonctheisme. If I follow lr Langrton
rightly, he suggests that at firct the liebrews shared with other peoples
the ide« that the world of the dead was as active as, and wiser than, this,
A8 the devotion to Yahweh intensified, as opposition sprang up which,
combined with the Hebrew stress on the community in this life, reduced
Sheol to a place of forgetfulness and shadows. *In Sheol there is no
remembrance of God, and the dead cannot praise him'. It was after this
laying waste of the world of the dead (perhaps, in a sense, a greater
conquest even than that of Canaan) that that world had to be reoccupied.

In it there begin to appear gleams of the glory of Yahweh, and the slow
coning of the idea of effective personal immortality. It seems as if,

on the whole, this effectiveness was a late idea. The place of shades
becomes, for the richteous, an intermediate state only, for beatitude is

to follow., 'If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, thou art there,' is the
mark of the new awareness that all states of being belong to the Omni-
potence. If any lives are to be left as dim shades it must be a deliberate
decision; that is, & deliberate judgement on them. It may be that something
of this image of vague shadows lingering in s place of feeble life is in
the phrase of our Lord, 'l newer knew you', and in the *perish everlastingly'
of the Athanasian Creed.

Mr Langton's last sections are concerned with the Jewish apocalyptic and
apocrypbal literature and with the New Teatament, By now the idea of
judgement is dominant; the earthly and heavenly Paradises are defined and
diastinguished; and the abyss of fire with its living populace of fallen
angels is discerned within the faint boundaries of Sheol. The whole
conception of immortality and the praeter-natural world has been widened
and intenaified. Man, in his natural life, is o be aware of it, for in
that life after death which is his archnatural life he will discover that
that is one with - of the same nature with - the praeter-natural. This is
the truth hidden in the phrasec'the restoration of all things®.

The Parousia is the appointed time of this; in that sense also 'all shall
be one', for the restoration is the perfect reconciliation of everything
except that which will not be reconciled.

The whole book is thus a kind of commentary on the great text, 'The hour
cometh, and is now, when the dead shall hear the voice of God, and they
that hear shall live.' Mr Langton intends to follow this volume by another
dealing more intensively with the Bible. It is much to be hoped he will.
His care and justice make this, for all but the learned specialist who
already knows, a convenient and valuable summary and exposition of the
whole subject,"

Charles Williams
+ +++ 4 4+ +4+ 4t A Lttt A+
The following review of Witchcraft by Charles YWilliams (Faber and Faber
12s. 6d4) appeared in the July 1941 edition of Theology. It was written

by L.J. Grensted and is reproduced with permission,.

"I have never felt very sure that it is for our souls' health to roke up
the terrible :nd sordid story of the warfare between lestern civilisation
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and the arcizde evil in its own soul, wiich took shape in witciieraft

ind even more in the panic fear of witcheraft. Bven in the hands of o
romantic mester like John Buchan the picture of a coven is a hideous one,
wnd the writings of such an expert as Dr lontague Summers, with all their
admirable and painstaking scholarship, are far more likely to produce in
the reader an obsession with the ugliest aspects of the occult than to
encourage a sincere and rational interest in one of the stransest and
most humiliating chapters in human history. Tue subject is really one
for the medicel psychologist and for the spiritual director, whose
business it is to know about the dark places in the humaa soul, znd I

am bound to say that I doubt whether the general circulation even of the
most healthy-minded books about it ought to be encouraged.

Having said so much I must add that it would be difficult to imagine a
more sane and healthy-minded treatment of witchcmaft than this which

Hr Charles iilliams has given us. He has both a sense of historical
proportion and, as we should expect from his other writings, a profound
nystical insight which enables him to pass behind the incredible record
of obscenities and cruelties and to disentangle the pathetic and often
courageous striving of the human spirit which is its true background.

As a piece of historical writing the book is very well done.

The material is choscn with discretion from the superabundance of evidence,
and the story, as a whole and in the individual cases selected, seems to
tell itself. The picture is perhaps over-simplified. It starts with the
Greco-Roman world, with its mysteries and crudities, and shows the Christian
community struggling with an increasing pressure of popular superstition
and, later, of increasing and irrational suspicion. Yet behind the suspicion
there was some real unity of thought and practice. lir Williams does not
deal with the problems of the extent to which there was a real survival of
ancient pagan religious practices. That does not really affect his main
purpose, which is to show how the Christian tradition stood the emotional
gtrain. Vhat becomes clear is that neither the influence of the devil nor
the powers of heroic endeavour and of mystical questing were all on one
sides St Joan of Arc comes near being classed as a witch, and was certainly
burnt as one, and her flamboyant admirer, Gilles de Rais, became one of the
most sinister figures of black magic., Hadame de Mountespan, when her
vicious circle of associates was broken up, ended her days with some
appearance of heroic sanctity., The devil certainly had his way in the
horrible cruelty to which fear drove Church and State alike, Yet it was

the Church which first asserted, in the Canon lLpiscopi, the rational duty
of disbelief, and which, in the end, reaffirmed that same duty. The record
of the Spanish Inquisition, especially in the person of Salazar, stands out
alike in its reasonableness and in its charity, and marks the beginning of
the return to sanity of which the world, apart from Christianity, seemed
quite incapable, The storm was fundamentally a psychological one, a mass=—
hysteria capable of lasting for two nichtmore centuries and of causing
hundreds ond thousands of deaths, wostly of innocent people., Once the
hysteric passed, brolien upon the good sense of men like Salazar and

de le Regnie, ond upon the pity and penitence of the Salem jurors, the
actual nucleus of evil practice became dangerous only to the few who
indulged in it. The world as a whole went free, until the day came for
other evil drea.ing."

L../. Grensted



OFFICLRS OF iy CoddidS JILLIA.S SCCIZTY
Chudrn: Richard inllis, 6 latlock Court, ilensington Fark lioad,
. Loiidon .11 333 (iel. Ol 221 0057)

weeretary: Mrs Gillian Lunn, 26 Village Road, Finclley, London
3 17L (tel. 01 346 6025)

Treusurer: .lichard .Jallis, address as above.

Leuwbersl:ip Secretury: Peter Couchman, 85 llangleton iay, Hove,
tust Sussex EI3 84F

Lending Librarian: Iev Dr Brian iorne, llb Roland Gardens, London
ST 3PE (tels 01 373 5579)

liewsletter editor: Urs Molly Switek, 8 Crossley Street, London
H7 8PD (tel. 01 607 7919)
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COPYRIGHT

Everything in the lewsletter (unless otherwise stuted) is the copyright
of the Charles Uilliams Society. 4ll rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted
in any form or by any other means, electronic, mechaniecal, photocopying,

recording or otharwise without the prior permission of the Editor.

(9 churles villiius Society 1988
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